Over the past several years, a large superfamily of monomeric GTP-binding proteins structurally related to the ras oncogene proteins has been described (1-4). The number of members of this superfamily identified has increased dramatically in recent years, and the number of descriptive terms or names used to denote these proteins has increased almost as dramatically as well. During the recent FASEB Summer
Research Conference on "Low Molecular Weight GTP Binding
Proteins:' an informal session on nomenclature was held in an effort to establish guidelines for the literature in this rapidly expanding field, as well as in the naming of new genes and proteins.
The need for such a session clearly results from the abundance of sequence information on new genes and proteins and the relative paucity of information regarding protein function, a common theme in the biological sciences today. The discussion focused on three 
